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KNEELING TO PRAY SHE 

V DIES IN CHURCH. 

Philadelphia. Dec. 10— Kneeling In 
prayer at St. Michael's Catholic 
Church, Second and Jefferson streets, 
Mrs. Emma Kane, thirty years old. 
of 1428 North Fourth 
stricken with heart dlse 
to the floor. Her nephew, nineteen- 
year old Walter Lehren, who had been 
praying by his aunt's aide, attempted 
to lift her up and to carry her Into an 
adjoining room. 

The woman's sudden illness caused 
a commotion in tha church, which 
was crowded with worshipers. Aban- 
doning their devotion for the moment, 
a number of the church members 
left their pews and came to the wo- 
man's assistance. In the midst of 
the commotion Mrs. Kane expired. 

I have printed quite a number of 
cases of peoole who have died praying 
In church. 

The Bible says prayers are answer- 



I „..«,' 



I quit praying and have had line 
health ever since. 
I ll bet you will never hear of me 



WINTER IN — 

Your own phyoelaa will toll you that 
the dry mountain air of Colorado aa an 
elixir of Ufo atanda pro-omlneat Al- 
waya rigorous and stimulating, th* 
ertst atmospher. of Colorado la at ite 
beat in winter. To accomodate win- 
ter tourist to tho Rockies, the Unloo 
Pacific has pot In offset from Cblea*o 
a round trip* rate of $47.20 and from 
8t Louis a round trip rata of $1810. 
with proportionate reductions from all 
points within Its Immediate territory 
Tickets on sale orery day until May 
1st 1905 with return limit Juno lot. 
1905. Be sure your tieket reads otot 
the Union Pacific, the popular route 
to Colorado. For full information In- 
quire of W. H. Connor, O 



Christmas, turn year, win De on Sun- 
day, t 

blnatlon at I the drunl 
crime of the holidays. 

The Infidel who UBes the day to get 
drunk will do almost as much to per- 
petuate this Christmas superstition 
and debauchery, aa if he went to 
church on that day. 

I am inclined to think, both from 
the New Testament, and froi 
have seen In Jndoa, pspeclall 

Bethlehem and Bethan: 

the charac- 
ter called Jesus Christ, and that the 
stories woven around him are about 
as true as those that will be told of 
Joe Smith and Dowle, should those 
two men have a religious following 
In 2000 years from now ; which is pos- 
sible. 

Nothing could he any more unreas 
onable than the story of Jesus as 
taught In Jerusalem and in Lexington, 
Kentucky, today, and that story, like 
all other errors and superstitions Is 
demoralizing in its influence to-day 
and necessarily continue to be so, so 
long as Us Influence exists. 

Nothing could be any more prepos- 
terous than the grouping of the trial, 
the march bearing the cross, the bur- 
ial and the resurrection of Jesus, all 
Into the tomb of the Holy Sepulcher. 
In Jerusalem, the grave of Jesus being 
within 50 feet of the grave of Adam, 
and all Inside of a building 300 feet 
square, and all so arranged that you 
have to pay to see it, by going Into 
It through one door. But that a man 
named Joshua .or Jesus, who in many 
respects resembled the character of 
Jesus as given In the New Testament 
was crucified on the small mountain. 
Calvary, outside of the walls of Jeru- 
salem, and that he was crucified for 
sedition la claiming to be the rightful 
heir to the throne of 



fair trail, by the Roman law. which is 
at this day. the foundation of our law 
in America, I think there Is good rea- 
son to believe. 

That he was burled lu the tomb 
outside of the walls of Jerusalem, in 
that garden, the tomb belonging to 
ithea. and that I went 
and looked down into 
the grave In which Jesus was laid, 
that has since been used as a man- 
ger. In which have been fed the little 
Judean asses, that are common there 
now, as I have minutely described it 
all, in "Dog Fennell In the Orient," 1 
think Is a pretty well sustained story 
—fully as well as that that was the 
tomb of Policarp we saw in Smirna, 
the sarcophagus of Alexander that we 
saw In Constantinople, on the tomb of 
Samson that we saw In the land of 
Philistines or the tomb of Rachel that 
we saw on the roadHlde from Jerusa- 
lem to Bethlehem, or the ruins of the 
house of the rich Lazarus that we saw 
In Bethany. 

These are not so certain, however, 
as that certain mummies that we saw 
in Egypt were the remains, taken 
from the great pyramids, of rubes of 
that country who lived thousands of 
years before the Christian era, and 

ertain as that 
that we saw in Pompeii were those of 
people who were living there when 
that wonderful city was burled by 
Vesuvius, and never could be a mtra- 
se no man could be 
horn without a human father, and so 
:ourse. there could never have been 
such man. of God, as the Jesus 
the New Testament and of the | 
Christian church of to day. 

me to be plainly histor- 
ical, from the records of history and 
from what 1 have personally seen. In 
Constantinople and in Jerusalem, that 
the Christian church was originated 
by Constantine about A. D. 325, as a 
means of making a religion that 
would be a compromise between Pag- 
anism, in which Constantine was boru 
and educated, and Judaism, the reli- 
gion prevailing in that country over 
which Constantine was to rule. 

Jesus had lived In Jerusalem and 
had attracted attentl 



and saw hlra an heard him every day 
In Jerusalem. We have had, in Ken 1' i iti 
tucky. In the person of George O. 
Barnes, a man more like Jesus than 
any man known to history. Barnes 
Is still living. I have seen him and 
heard him and talked with him and 
studied him a great deal— heard him 
In the pulpit and in private converse 
tlon and read his book describing him 
self and his father, and, In spite of 
me, as it were. I h*ve long had a 
warm phrase in my heart for Barnes 
and he has always called me "Brother 
Moore" and said he loved me, and 
seemed to do so, anrl. as an orator, he 
! was o 



Billy Breckinridge, and yet. I am not 
to-day, able to say whether I believe 
Barnes was a good 



that looked old enough 



to have been made by Paul, but It 
itemed to me loo big and too heavy 
* thing for a frail little man like Paul 
p> have handled all by himself. 

Mohammed began life as a camel 



PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMAN 



'l 41). Tf. 



i near the tragic, such 

would he quaintly 



I III).' I 



r>n and married n rich widow. 
In the cases of Jesus and 
If we assume that Mohammed 
honestly insane, and really dclud 



am Inclined to the belief that Barnes 1 1 
was a combination of all of these, and ' 
I suppose that Is about what Is true 



1 When we come on down to Mor 
(nanism, the religion of Joe Smith 
beI,eve Irothousand of us still living who r* 
r a bad Ifcollect Its beginning lu perfect fraud 
>r. or to-|L Bn)1( , b-|n< wr „ lon ny a campbol 
hough I ,^ 1(e prca( , n( . r namP(1 Sidney RlgdoB. 



No able-bodied l 
nan who does not 



i be a good 
and ueither 



Jesus not Barnes ever did any work 
and they seemed to think it was the 
duty of other people to provide for 
them, and they both lived In all 



of doing, and had a way of getting 
themselves Into the homes of the rich, 
rich. 

Each said good things that we ought 




believe they 

everything they did seemed Intended, 
and well adopted, to promote 
vn Interests. 

Barnes was a married man and had 
children and Jesus never was married 
though from what we read about him 
in the New Testament, and from what 
I saw of what he had done in Judea, 
I am under the impression that Jesus 
wanted to marry Mary, the sister of 
the rish Lazarus and Martha, wl 
Mary Magdalene probably wanted 
marry Jesus. 



■d his religion in an age 
fcnd country, that were much more In- 
telligent than the age and country of 

The followers or Smith were driven 
iway by violence and fled their coun- 
try, just as Mohammed did. 

desert and 
tnade one of t he most beautiful cities 
find countries of the world. 

Neither Jesus nor any of his dis- 
ciples ever did anything In SMlBS O S , 
Today Moi mnnlsm Is a factor In oui 



er maae any saennce ror natlolia i po,,,^ ,„„, „„„ to t,e recog- 
any body else, and you can hardly ^,1 the religion of Joe Smith 

Just like the religion of 
oaeo. j esuB Christ, und Is making converts 
tne,r in all civilized lands. 

Then Dowle comes on. Ills religion 
i not yet settled, but it Is possible 
•at the religion of Dowle may be the 
revalllng religion of this country 
hen Christianity has been repudlat- 
1 as a fraud and an enemy to human 



Talks to my Wife. Over Telephone, 
About an Article by a Preacher's 
Wife. In the December Cos- 
mopolitan. 

Infidelity is growing, even In Ken- 
tucky, and even among PT00hyt.fta.Mi 
and especially so among w..m. n. the 
women generally being those of more 
than ordinary capacity and given to 
tea. ling good literature. 

A Presbyterian la.lv Mr husband 
being a Camphelllte about M year.-, 
old. and living some 10 miles from us, 
has been talking to my wife, over an 
article in the December Oo— OOOtUam 

The article is headed "Some 
Churches and Uielr Problem..'' By a 
ministers wife." 

The magazine costs only 10 cents 
and Is a beauty, and is OvMoBtfy 
championing the cause of Infidelity. 

It Is published at Irvlngton-on the- 
Hudson, New York, and that article 
should be read by all liiM.lel-, w ho .-an 
get It. 

It is too long for publication. In 
full. In my little paper. Our neigh- 
bor lady, who called our attention to 
It Is Mrs Haley, and she says she Is 
j going to assist this paper some. 

She Is an exceedingly attractive wo 
man. domestic In her life and Is a 
Presbyterian who goes to church. 

She recommends to my wife and 
to read this article, seeming to ad- 



Remember that this Is rarely~~a 
preacher's wife talking, a brilliant and 
educated woman writing for one of 
the finest magazines In the world, 
'hat has money enought to say what 
It wants to say, and that la printing 
what It thinks the most educated and 
honest people want to read. 

If things like that were written by 
Mrs. Henry and printed In the Blade, 
even Infidels would say they would be 
unnecessarily severe on the preachers. 

This minister's wife says, in short 
i hut the preacher is continually on 
'he look out to get an Increase of sal- 
ary and that be will resorl to lying 
and hypocrisy to do It. 

I have seen this lu preachers, here 
in Lexington, until It surprises me 
that any decent people will counten 
ance such liars and hypocrites as 

ttm Wo Infidel editors seems to ad- 
mit that there are some honest 
preachers who are good men, and I 
do uot deny that there may be such, 
especially If we go among the most 



•;sth > 



this 



Is printed, if I live, and if I e 
an honest priest or preacher I do not 
know it. 

Again she says: "for the profession 
today presents such tremendous tcmp- 



(•rself. 



HM 



ead ( 



hlch she said reminded he 
'he passage is as follows: 
"But Hie man who will vo 
ellnquish the ambition of I 
II its honors ai 



his hatred of the Jews— Mary, w 
had refused him, being a Jewess — 
cause he bad been disappointed In 
love affair with Mary. Just as Paul 
abandoned Judaism and began preach- 
ing Christianity, beoause he had been 
disappointed in love with a Jewess 
named Thecla. 

I can understand, probably better 
than most men, how men may go to 
preaching from this reason who would 
probably, otherwise, never have done 



took his religion into Judea, the birth- 1 aougl 
place of Christianity, and converted 
by the sword, just a.i Constantine had 
done for Christianity, all the people of 
Judea. and contiguous countries to 
Mohammedanism.. There is certainly 
much that is attractive In the charac- 
ter of Mohammed and he made two 

glon that had been taught by Jesus 



ci'if." 

noT let It be sold In his t^wn, Jesus 
made liquor and taught hit followers 
to drink It. and at the coning Christ 
mas millions of Christians will get 
drunk to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Jesus did no work and never taught 
anybody else to work, or manufactur- 
ed anything, and Dowle conducts an 
Immense business and does great man 
tifacturlng. 

It la all for his own glory and com 
fort and elegant living, but Jesus want- 
ed to be a king, and Jesus destroyed 
the property of other people and as 
saulted men as he had no right to do. 
Jesus and Dowle alike said most 
things to men. and used Ian 




"And the tendency of this condition 
to Intensify rather than diminish in 
the Immediate future, is extremely 
probable; for in this period of revolt] 
tion and transition by the knowledge 
of scientific fact and religious thought, 
wife only here and there among men will 
Df me he found a nature strong enough, 
j great enough, brave enough, having 
ttarlly I thought, the question through to a 
ureer, finish, to dare to break away from the 
ilsltes I stifling, empty forms of the supersti- 
tious, ignorant past and swing out into 
the open where there are posstblll 
ties." 



ra rfta oJJ the Other extracts are as follows: 

I r n.^Tarce ' . liai lUci if Tins! . ffi 



Jesus' words to his own mother and 
Paul s continual depreciation of wo- 
men, show that those two men, al- 
most certainly, from their dlssappolnt 
ment In love matters with women. 



guage improper to be us. .1 by good 

In Christmas sermons, thousand, of 
preachers will say that the fact that 
the Christian religion has lived so 
long and been received by so many 
people la an evidence of its truth, and 



I highly appreciate the M lupllment, 
and hope this Is a foreshadowing of 
what will be said about me when I 
am dead. 

It will be seen from extra.' s from 
the article that I give that the minis- 
ter's wife is simply an MM, 

She says things very much like 
Mrs Henry does. 

It is because so many tine Infidel 
articles are now found in our best 
metropolitan newspapers, and In our 
finest magazines, that the regular In 
fldel publications are now so poorly 
patronized. 

It Is some what hard on us who 
begin In the Infidel cause whei 



minister of to-day has no living mes- 
sage; the Old Theology has gone. Its 
death has been hard. All sorts of ex- 
pedient* have been resorted to to 
fan the embers of a burnt-out faith 
into life again; the struggle has been 
pathetic. 

The New Theology, reduced to Its 
lowest terms, is, at most, true, pure 
agnosticism. Its creed demands true, 
pure morality. It is a theory of life 
which says of a possible creator, "I 
do not know;" of the soul, where? 
"I know not;" whither? "I know not;" 
but for the present, "Pure truth— lov- 
ing, unselfish living." 

But the clergyman of today who 
ventures to preach such \ 



secular paper or magazine would dare I most precarious footing as regards 
print what they now commonly ' moral support, and so the ministers 
nt. hut I am willing to go down If continue to preach much so-called doc- 
trine — "substance of doctrine" 



the |rtM 



•ftoettri 



but 

whether he was simply an imposter, 
or whether he was honest and deli' 
ed, or 
ty In 

lng "possessed of devlls"-or whether 
he was some of all of these we can 
probably never know, and would not 
have known 11 we had been with him, 



started centuries b< 
did, Including Judai 
lng and have more followers, and bet- 
tre people, than Christianity has, and 
we have seen in history, and In our 
experience, that religions start In per- 
fect fraud and flourish and have their 
converts among Intelligent and good 
poople. 

The Christians will tell how the an 
s aaJ wipe them with the hair of I g( ,, g annolince ,i ,he birth of Jesus pro- 
head, a thing that no true gentle- clalmlnK -peace on earth and good 
will to men," though Jesus said he 
"came not to bring peace, but a 
sword." and the most brutal was that 
the earth has known, and is knowing 
now, are those waged by Christians 
as a result of their belief in the un- 
reasonable story of Jesus. 



believe, the proper phrase— which 
they do not believe, and therefore to 
stultify themselves. 

The church of today, even with a 
progressive majority, requires Its min- 
ister to subscribe to a creed which. In 
substance, is what It was fifty years 
ago: while the belief of the people has 
changed fundamentally in a single 



and so we 

never, in the religion of Jesus and 
Paul, hear of any woman in heaven, 
and I think It is only three or four 
centuries ago since a council of the 
Christian church recognized that wo- 
men had souls, at all. 
Certainly women are, as a rule, bet 
r than men. and Mohammeu's reli- 
gion made the chief attraction of 
heaven, the lovely women that would 



COLONEL BOB INVITED UP. 



Melons' that Hne 

ChHs. an^v " «- '".possible to do justh. fa, th- 
re st 1 1 1 1 1 v- "OB* wl**** ft*** " ,n fU "' b,U 
I can only give little samples. In al- 
luding to the correspondence that oc- 
curs when the officers of a church an 
trying to get a minister, she says: 

"And verily, the amount of cant and 
hypocrisy and downright lying con- 
tained in these letters upon both sides 
is enough to drive even the dreariest 
cynic to tears" 
Again she says: 

"The minister, who lias pmiiably 
been moving hea\en and earth to get 
a better church than the one 
ho is serving -and while tM correct create for himself, out of his Imaglna- 
phraseology. and, by common consult tion and conception of what divine at- 
among the clergy of all denomlua tributes should be. a God that he may 
lions the proper definition of a "bet worship. 

ter church." is "one which offers a ( That state of conscious existence 
wider field of usefulness, one com which calls life is one. and for us the 
mensurate with growing OIMTt— fll only, manifestation of the eternal 



They hug their reluslons as children 
to Santa Clans and sawdust dolls. 

8ome day they will agree that Bud- 
dhism, Christianity, mythology and all 
the rest are but the various results, 
at different stages of knowledge and 



A Norwegian paper at Mlnneapol- and capability. ' yet his own i lea of energy. Then why not use It-llve 

there, in number apparently far is publishes the following joke: better, and the real standard by which out the grandest conception of which 

lu excess of the men TRANSETHEREAL CABLEGRAM, his decision is eventually rea. bed. is *• are capable, absorb life in its larg- 

improvement in the! Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. Care of a church with a larger membership, est sense; but stop making fairy-tales 

the Chris- ' M Beel/ebub Hades -Missouri gone preferably, but one that pays a iHfSff about life and sending them forth in- 



Another 
religion of 
tlan religion was the almost com- 
plete suppression of drunkenness, 
which Is encouraged by the Old Tes- 
tament, and by Jesus and which has 



the perpetuation of what latter crime 
Christianity and Mohammedanism ' mised to turn Christian, or do some 
concurred. The history of Mohammed j other rash thing, if Kentucky, not Mis- 
Is. I think, as clean to us as that of sourl went Republican. So that Rob- 
ider, and yet it Is ert can remain hi rtn.'es of which he 
y whether Mo- : said, as compared with 



Republican, consequentl 
a Christian, according to your register- 
ed promise. Pack your trunk, come 
right up hero next train. Transporta- 
tion telegraphed care of conductor. 



salary always— will reiterate itnc.as- to the world and into the minds of 
ngly that he Is not a candidate, but children as truth; stop lying, or Insist- 
hat ho feels "divinely led" to accept ing upon being lied to by some one 
tne ca u else, and thus not only cramping our 

And the church will, with equal own souls, but forever dwarfing and 
being declined by the first choices. It destroying theirs? 

■peatlng the formula. Women have long borne sons only 
solemnity, declare that It feels "guld- to see their bones He bleaching up- 
ed of God" in the selection of this 
particular man to be the pastor and 
leader, notwithstanding that this may 
be the third or fourth man to whom 
It has recently extended a call, and 




I 



and other big towns, the fiftieth i 
nlversary of the doctrine of the "I 



Christ. 

Some people thought his Pn was 
old Joe, the Carpenter, and MM 
thought thnt probably some I M 
priest had pot the start of old Joe Car 



' "Profanity" la no »ln. no rrlme, no 
Immorality. Nothing Is wrong that 
!■ | M In any way Injure any per- 
son or any nnlmnl. 

There Is H more Immorality or Im 
purity In 
M of th< 

ed Ichovnh than there Is In my speak- 

Inn In that style of the Ood of the followed the course which He had 
MM Romans called Jupiter .marked out, and In every step 
It la no more wrong In me to rid- 1 which He was working out His I 



that he la Clod s Image In the world, i that I bare heard taken by MM 
PwMlM | preachers: namely, that a man MM 

All this Is taught by modern dla , temperate aa a man who gets drum, 
corery. Jt Is the underlying spiritual ] and that the real temperate man Is 
truth tauiiht In a form of what waa at , the man who uses liquor In mode... 
nrst literally believed, but which for j Hon. 

ua la a parable. And so again we I have hoard thai argument made 
believe that Ood made man out of dust by Dr. Wlnthrep II llnpso... the P«M 
Ml hv moulding elay. but through n ' eat orator among Ibe OMaMMMM 
long process of development which preachers that was ever In Kentucky 
ao much fine grub and drank 
Honor. 



I VMM Mrs Wilson I 



Roman soldier named Pantharus End 
aome just didn't know who It was 

Then Pope Plus IX. In 1854. that Is 
fifty years ago-decided that It WM 
a gentleman named Holy Ghost, and 
that settled the scrimmage about It 
ao far as the Catholic church Is on 
corned, hut what the Protestants 
thought about It, or whether they J ■si 
adopted the Catholic Idea on tM s-nb 
Ject, I do not know. 

All my cirly recollection of prer.ch- 
Ing wan what was said by the Ca-np- 
bellltes. and they did not preach al Ml 
anything but baptism, whether it was 
done by ducking them or sprinkling 
them, like we kill potato bugs by Par 
Is-green, and I don't think they said 
anything about who was the Pa of 



I didn't commence preaching until 
about MM, that Is five years after the 
Pope had decided that H. G. was the 
party who was it. and I waa unr ar- 
rled and dld'nt think it was the Kind 
of a thing for unmarried men to be 
talking abort, especially In the pre- 
sence of latll s, and a part of the time, 
of a whole female college of girls that 
belonged to my congregation, and the 
fact Is that, between real Ignorance 
and loss of memory from old ag •, 1 
have forgotten what I did preach on 
that subject and I want some body to 
write to me and tell me. 

To tell the truth, I thought the doc 
trine of the Immaculate Concep Ion 
had been on ever since away tack 
yonder almost to Constantlne, and I 
was astonished lately to find out that 
nobody ever did know who J. C.'s fath- 
er was until fifty years ago. 

It'a perfectly plain now, of course, 
that It was H. G. but the question | 8 , 
who was his father before that time. 

Mary certainly had six other chil- 
dren besides Jesus, according to the 
New Testament, and may have had 
a dozen for all we know. 



I am curious to know what they are 
going to say about the paternity of 
the half-dozen or dozen other chll 
dren that she had . 

Roosevelt ought to Inquire Into this 
matter In connection with his "race 
suicide" Idea. 

Please, somebody, write me t 
the Campbellltes and other Protes- 
tants preached on this subject b« 
1864. 



Icule tin story of Jesus Christ, than 
It Is for me nr the Christians to rldl 
rule the story of Mohammed, or Joe 
Smith or Mrs. Eddy or Dowle. 

The Christians can. and do. ridicule 
all other Goda but their own. but ifa 
their graft to call It profanity" when 
any body ridicules their Gods and 
ihclr religion and your contention Is 
that we should respect their insolence 

Damn ami condemn are precisely 
the same word from the same Latin 
root. One Is no more "profane" than 



whi'o 



i profane 
Mary that I 
profane hit 



believe thnt through h< 
trlmony man and woman become In- 
timately one In a union which Cod has 
made, and which man must not break 
This is the nmbrhlnp truth of the 



say. "Bone of my bone, and flesh of 
my flesh." These and many other 
stories MM that of the talking serpent 
and the talking ass. we do not take 
now, or. at any rate, most of us — I do 
not— as literal statements of histor- 
ical facts, but as Imagery which 
clothes certain spiritual leasons. For 
hat Is not quite young children there Is very lit- 
is not reli j tie difficulty, for stories are the nat- 



ire fright- 
ened at a Christ In bugaboo. 

There can be no immorality In 1 ex- 
ecrailons." 

All bad MM ami bad things omht 



tood women. 

(banted hymns and prayers and 
IIIMWM. are. according to your own 
explanation, the causes of •rotten- 
ness." and therefore I do not like 
those things. 

Purity and rottenness are opposed 
to each other. 

You would leave Ingersoll's serMon 
just as it is, but his sermon speaks 
of. "the damned stuff called alcohol." 

If alcohol la "damned stuff" why 
is not a vile untruth a damned lie. and 
the man who tells It a damned llrr? 
I want every thing In this paper 
pure and that Is my continual con- 
tention. I am opposed to free'e 
and anarchy and drunkenness becat 
they are Impure, but I don't want any 
■holiness" in this paper, and I don't 
want It because when you find a holy 
man you find a damned rascal thtt Is 
wot king some religious graft for the 
money that Is In It. 

I don't hide any Jagged hooks vith 
any kind of ball. I don't try to fool 
any body. I say plainly what 1 mean 
and those who do not like that kind 
don't have to take It, but It will be a 
cold day, when I bait a hook with boll 
MM f0 catch tnBt klnd of 8uckers 
Walt Whitman wrote, "Blades of 
Orasa." and this paper Is simply one 
of Blue Grass, the farr.oub 



ural vehicles to them of moral lessons, 
and they do not venture to aBk. "Is 
It true?" or "Did It ready happen"'" 
Cain's Wife 
But older children want to know, 
and we must be prepared to give them 
an honest answer. It Is not merely 
at the time we must retain tllelr confi- 
dent their confidence in us as teach- 
ers, and confidence in the spiritual 
truths we me teaching them — but we 



and was so durned lazy tint he Just 
died because he was too lazy to draw 



begun life as a dentist nn.l MM 
draw teeth, but he got so lazv that he 
would not draw his breath and MM 
died. 

You and that Campbelllie prMObt I 
agree on temperance as to drinking 
liquor, but you are. according to (TWO 
own explanation, very Intemperate In 
the use of tobacco, and In swearing 
and in not going to church tit all and 
In order to be temperate in IMN 
things you ought to use tobacco In 
moderation, swear In moderation and 
go to church in moderation 

I am very much afraid you are 
cranky on the subject of tobacco and 
swearing and going to church. 

I am Intemperate on tobacco and 
whiskey, because I don't use eith. IT Of 
them, but I am temperate on iWOftftafl 
and going to church. 

I swear about five times In a y ar. 
and I go to church about once in five 



go away from us they will not be over- 
thrown by the first question they hear, 
as. for Instance, where Cain got his 
wife from." We must teach them so 
that they wil not at any time unlearn 
their lesson. 

These are 
Ood allow- 



Then you seem to Indicate that you 
are strictly honest and 
anything. That is being MMBMMM 
and cranky on the subject of hone-uy 
You ought to steal tom etb.il 
alonally— not overdo the thing and be 
tories which I stealing something all thi 
o teach cer- 1 just ateal In moderation 



tain great lessons which were easiest 1 every body does, and don't be crank; 
learned and easiest remembered. For | about picking up nice little things, oc 
they are parables— earthy stories | caaionally that don't belong 



i little leaf, and 
r call* itself a little blade of 
1 don't see why its 
Is not as "mild" as the one you 



OPPOSED TO "PROFANITY." 



Winchester. O.. Dec. 5. o4 
Dear sir— Three l 



.sing I 



r bill 



Blac 



shot 



The half size 
something Is radically wrong with It. 

This. I think, is the trouble. Your 
paper and all others that go to the 
homes of the people having on their 
pages profanity and other execrations 
will never succeed 

See how the people are held to Bible 
rottenness by the chanted hynns. 
prayers and sermons. 

I would leave the sermon of Inger- 
soll Just as it Is. but would have th- 
remalnler appear as pure and holy 
as chanted prayers appear to be 
ninety-nine in every hundred men a 
womeu. * 

The people whom you are trying 
reach will never allow themselves 
be caught with a bait that shows the 
jagged hook on every page. 
I would change the name to 



with nothing on its pa-,os but hu nati 
sympathy and the searching for truth 

Such a paper would go Into every 
home and find a welcome. 

As it Is now it will be chased as 
a deadly serpent, from almost every 

I believe that our success or our 
failure Is deserved. 

Yours truly 

W. B. HOWL AND 

If the half-size of the Blade shows 
that something Is radically wrong 
with It, the whole size of the Blade, In 
January, will show that something Is 
radically right with it. That certain 
ly is logic. You are radically mis 
taken. Some of the best publications 
ever printed, and some of the best 
men who ever lived, have been radl 
cal failures. 

"Full many a dower was born to 



You start a paper called the "I 
inanity Leaflet" and put the Blade 
your exchange list. 



Clinton, la., Dec. 9. 1904. 
Dear Brother Moore. 

The Blade today has the right r'ng. 
I thing you folks have been acting 
foolishly in sending the paper to any 
"son-of-a-gun" that neglects to pay up 
In the first place, a dollar a year Is not 
enough. Last time I sent you two, 
and will continue to do so, but for all 
our sakes. don't think of throwing up 
the sponge. Long life to the "Blade." 

Inclosed find clipping from a Scotch 
weekly, with stamp for return In case 
you cannot find rocm for It. But It 
makes me think that some of these 
preachers will get ahead of our Band 
Wagon if we do not look out. 

Hoards to brother Hughes. Could 
not get to St. Louis to »ee you all. 
Fraternally 
JAMES A GREENHILL. 



The article Is from tl 
Journal." Dundee Scotland, and is as 

follows: 

TALKING SERPENT AND TALKING 



Allegories or P 
DEAN'S VIEWS OF BIBLE. 

The following is the text of toe 
most remarkable passage in the ad- 
dress delivered by the Dean of West 
minster to Sunday School teachers on 
Saturday:— 

Our whole conception of the in 
spiratlon of the Bible has been al- 
tered. A great deal which our fore- 
fathers took literally we cannot take 
literally to-day. The first chapU 
Genesis no longer means to us 
God moulded clay into a human n 
and breathed upon it. or that He took 
a rib from Adam and made Eve 
These are allegories or parables to us 
Tbev MHI proclaim their original spir- 
itual lessons. They teach that God 
is the source of all creation; that God 
works in patient, slow development; 
that the lower comes before the high 
er; that the hit 
man; that man I 

that perish, but also akin to God. and 



with a heavenly meaning. I give these 
I as Illustrations of difficulties that are 
| to be met with. There are 
any many greater difficulties In con- 
nection with the Old Testament and 
the New Testament than these. W hat 
I would say to you Is. do not expect 
that everything is going to be cleared 
up and made absolutely plain. The Bi- 
ble is a much more wonderful book 
than we have sometimes thought. 
Much of It is plain and stands out, 
hut much Is difficult of Interpolation. 
Welcome all the light from nature, 
from the stur* of science, aril from 
criticism, and jo not despair because 
the problems wor 

1 Jne of thi rrutsT - ! * 1 
things In religion. Is the hereaf 

seems to be getting Into the Pre 
lans. 

Even since they gave up t! 
lshed old belief that all 1 
cept Preobvterian one*, 
ed In hell. Presbyterians 
going rapidly toward Infidelity. 

That any Presbyterian living 
Scotland should ever believe anything 
but the most orthodox views about 
the Bible, was ctrtainly not to 
expected, but Its the 
happens 

Our friend Mrs. Alma K. Wilson, of 
Cincinnati, ought to be watching the 
spiritual welfare of her church. 

"YOU ARE CRANKY ON WHISKEY" 

Kosse. TexaB. Dec. 10, 1904. 
Brother Moore. 

Dear sir;— How 1 enjoy your letters 
In the Blade, and how I laugh at your 
crnnklsm! 

I am older than you are. and while 
1 am not blessed with the education 
that you have. I have had a few more 
years of experience than you have, 
as I am 70 years past. 

You are cranky on whiskey. Why 
don't you teach temperance, then I 
could shake. 

I was never drunk, but have drank 
my toddy all my life. I never used 
tobacco, don't swear or go to church 
We all have our cranklums. I was told 
by a preacher, last week, that If It 
was not for my cranklsms on the Bi- 
ble. I would be the best man he ever 
saw-that I was sober, charitable, 
honest and kind hearted, all of which 
I enjoyed. 

I am glad the Blade will be enlarged 
or rt nine to its former size. God has 
blessed my crops and I have done as 
well as my Christian friends, the past 
year, but I thank him not as to the 
honor to the labor bestowed upon it. 
I highly respect that good woman 
I you have for a wife. I once had a 
I Warren county. Kentucky woman for 
a wife, and I know the worth of good 
women. 

Give those delinquents h , Tbey 

should pay up so that we who do pay 
could have a good paper. 

Wishing peace I 
you and the Blnde. 



Dr. Hopson was real intemperate in 
swearing. He would In his OOtft • 
tlon and In his sermons, say "God 
damn", and "by God," and "go to hell, 
and "hellflre and damnation." an 
"damn your soul," and things liU 
that thousands of times every year. 

I never swear at anything but a ho 
or a mule or a preacher or something 
of that kind, and I always feel better 
after having done It. It seems to take 
a kind of pressure off of my stomach, 
like taking soda. 

And another thing Is that I don't 
have to pay out my money for swear- 
ing, and you have to pay out your 
money for drinking your whiskey tod- 

Aarlong ae.' ean r .ie iffciperate in 
swearing and it makes me feel good 
and does not cost me anything and It 
does not hurt anybody else, I don't 
see why I can't swear temperately and 
In moderation, but If I had to pay out 
my money for the privilege of swear- 
ing I would not be fool enough to do it 
Quit whiskey and be moderate In 
swearing and moderate In going to 
church— not more than once In five 
years — and you will make money by 
change and be Just as good and 
happy a man aa you are now. 

Jesus Christ made liquor and u 
It himself and taught hS followers 
to use It. but there Is nothing said In 



You take a position that la very 



or smoking cigarettes or a cob pipe; 
so that while I would advise you not 
to use tobacco. It Is far more ennsis 
tent for an Infidel i.ot to use any n 
quor, but use tobacco. 

I have mighty little faith In these 
people that write to me and tell me 
that they drink liquor, but never 
drunk. In the first place I believe 
they are all liars and then what in 
the devil does anybody want to drink 
liquor for unless It does make you 
drunk. 

If you Just want to drink, and not 
get drunk, why not drink water, that 
you can nearly always get a drink of 
for nothing even in as dry a year as 
we have had for the past year. 

Liquor that wont make you drunk 
they call no account In Kentucky, and 
If you buy that kind of liquor you are 
paying your money out for nothing, 
and If you buy real good liquor that 
will make you drunk, and don't drink 
enough of it to get any more drunk 
than if you had taken a drink of water 
you are wasting your money anyhow. 

Keep your eye skinned whenever a 
preacher gets to complimenting you. 
You have raised good crops and have 



Tell him to go to bell. 



plainly Just whnt she thinks. 

I do not suppose there Is any re 
llgloim paper In the world thnt would 

now Invite Mrs. Wilson, a I'brl'.lnn 
woman, to write f.>r this pap-r but 
I believe that Infidel* enn afford to be 
more generous than Christians can. 

I do not ask Mrs Wilson to write 
for this paper for the purpose of en- 
trapping her. or of criticising her. 
though I might probably would— 
criticise things that I thought were 
materially wrong, In what Bhe might 
say. 

Infidels are, In tunny Instances; per 
baps most — as conceited, as Chris- 
tians are. and many of us have got- 
ten the Idea that If we believe rluht 
•MM religion thnt makes us superior 
to the Christians, though we do no 



Christ!] 



I want Infidels to see that Christians, 
in mm$ Instances, are Just as good 
as our best Infidels and far better 
than the average Infidel. 

Of course 1 have i ufferod at the 
hands of Christians, but I can never 
forget that when I was perfectly de- 
fenceless, a Methodist, old Warden 
Coffin, of the penitentiary, was us true 
a friend to me as nny Infidel fib ml I 
have ever had and that among Infi- 
dels, I have had. and have, to-day, 
very bitter enemies, though 1 do not 
believe that the man is living that has 
as many true and tried Infidel friends 
as I have, and there Is not a man In 
Kentucky who is, really and unselfish 
ly, loved by as many people as I am. 

The people who love preachers and 
editors, generally love them because 
it is to their Interest to do so. The 
people who love me do so when they 
may reasonably expect that It Is to 

Mrs. Wilson can, therefore, see that 
she has an opportunity to exercise 
her Christian Influence among Infidels 
that la rarely accorded a Christian, 
and never accorded an Infidel by a 
Christian. 



know that my wife Is better than I 
am, though my wife and Mrs WIlBon 
do not agree In their views of religion. 
But I have a daughter who Is a Christ 
Ian and she Is as good as any woman 
that ever lived, and better than any 



lved, I 



l I I 



Ing to be prejudiced against good men 
and good women because they do not 
believe aa I do when they are Just as 
good -as any who oelieve as I do. and 
far better than many who believe as 
I do. 

It seems strange to me now that 

any intelligent people can believe the 
Bible, but I either believed It once, or 
preached It when I did not believe It 
„ r rf rtt* latter would be worse than 
the first, and the people of the world 
seem to believe Just any religion that 
Is taught to them In their childhood 
and If Infidelity does not make peo- 
ple any better than Christianity does. 



capable of editing a paper that la 
worthy of the support of his fellow 
Liberals, and that he should not ex 
peel MO mneh of the "people during 
ihe Drat two or three years, when he 
does ip. t know hit .elf. wh«ther or not 
M "III be nhlc to keep the paper go- 
ing. 

I Ih'nk 'tis a great privilege to tell 

thi >l( m ' r our Ideas about 

how we think the old world come Into 
existence, and what will become of us 
after onr brief stay on it. but every 
MihM need not have his own paper 
M do that, and the fewer of these 

will thrive, because Ihe few will get 
practically Ihe same support that they 
all get now, and of course could do 
mote towards making their paper In 
terestlng. 

With best wishes for your continued 



ALSEY ALFORD 

That letter is kind and good and 
complimentary to the Blade, and 

I cs from the Indian Territory, 

where the people lately saw and heard 
m«, in ihe debate with Wilkinson. 

But that letter ought to be falny 
criticised. According to this brother 
he has been getting coplea of the 
Blnde for five or six yearB, as samples, 
and now, for the first time he sends 
his dollar, when his letter-bead lndt 
cates that he Is a man in good posi- 
tion to make a living. 

Suppose it was generally understood 
among newspaper men that their pa- 
pers would have to be sent out as 
sample copies for five or six years 
before anybody would subscribe for 
ih ni, how many newspapers would 
there be In the United States. 

Nary one. 

1 have had to do pretty much as this 
brother suggests, but It has ruined me 
financially, though I started this paper 
with a nice fortune. 

How many more men are you going 
to get to go Into that kind of an ar 
rangement. 

Nary one. 

So far from having only two weekly 
infidel newspapers in the United 
States, as is now the case, we ought 
to have not less than a hundred, and 
every one of them ought to be support- 
ed ten limes as well as Is now being 
done for the Blade. 
"Certu'iniy if Infidefs appreciate Ihe 
value of their cause they must know 
that Infidel papers are more valuable 
than political newspapers or religious 
newspapers, and they should be Just 
as ready and willing to pay their mon 

politicians are to pay for their papers. 

So far from waiting until each Infi- 
del editor Is financially ruined and 
discouraged before Infidels patronize 
him. they should assist him with their 
money right In the beginning, and 
take the risk of losing a dollar to 
help the man in a good cause. 



t hav 



be patient with Christians and try to 

get them to join wl'h me In doing 
good. 



Duncan. L T.. Dec. 9. MM. 
Mr. Chas. C. Moore. 

My dear sir:— During the past five 
or six years I have often thought of 
sending you the dollar necessary for 
one year's subscription to the Blue 
Grass Blade, but have thus neglected 
to do so. although with this letter I 
send post office money order for one 
dollar, for which please send the pa 
per to me here. 

I frequently receive sample copies 
of par"-"-" edited by liberal minded 
people (which of course Is an Invita- 
tion to subscribe), but I believe that 
to-day there are entirely too many 
men, trying to publish Free Thought 
Journals or papers. 

Don't understand me to say that I 
think no good Is accomplished by the 
best of these papers, for Cwould be a 
difficult matter to estimate the good 
that has been done towards this high- 



and I 



of the i 
lie others 



the 

the pioneer 



Blade, 

Free Thought papers, but I'm sure you 
have not failed to notice during 
recent years amongst a certain class 
of Liberals, a disposition to get their 
name on some sheet as editor and 



PASTOR ON RACK. 

Lincoln, Neb., Dec. l<— Methodist 
church circles here are Int. n . h in 
terested in the trial of the Rev I" P 
Blakemore. prominent pastor which is | 
in progress before a jury of preacher* | 
and lay members In TecuniBeh. 

Blackemore was formerly stationed 
in Tecumseh, but recently has been 
occupying a pulpit In Weeping Waters. 1 
by 

specifying 

the use of obscene and profane lan- 



I do not for one moment, question 
the motive of that class of Liberals, 
for I'm sure they want to do the right 
thing, but It has often occurred to my 
mind that by supporting papers that 
e stood the test for many years, 
he Blue OrtUM Blade has dono, we 
can accomplish a great deal more 
than we could by aiding every Liberal 
who might feel Inclined to publish his 
Ideas in a paper of his own making. 

I think if a fellow wants to publish 
a paper like that, he should have suf- 
ficient funds of his own, to meet the 
has proven himself 



(Lexington Leader) 

JAMES LANE ALLEN 



Recently Published by Harry 



Mr. James I.ane Allen,, who is now 
abroad, and from whom there has 
MM M published utterance for some, 
has writ ten to the publishers of "The 
BMkar," Harry Leon Wilson's new 
novel: "I should like to congratulate 
you upon publishing such a novel, and 
congratulate the author upon writing 
such a novel. Although I am only 
half through the reading of the book, 
and cannot, therefore, speak of It as a 
whole, I can say that so far as It Is In 
my opinion the most significant piece 
of fiction In many ways which has ap 
peared In the United States since our 
miauinathe literature entered upon 
the work of destructive criticism. It 
will help to change the thought, and 
change It profitably, of any man that 
reads it." 

I have not Been Wilson's book. I 
suppose it is Infidel. Allen is an Infi- 
del, but has never had the courage 
ppMly " ; advocate what he knew to 

Had Allen earnestly exposed the 
cnuse of Inlidelity he might have been 
a great benefactor of the world, and 
would probably have been a happier 
man than he Is now. 

But lie wanted money and he got 
it, and sold to the world some books 
i hiit were far beneath his capacity. 

I will try to read Wilson s book and 
tell you about It. 



Caltry. Okla.— Enclosed find on< 
.liar for which credit me for aut 
rlptlon for 10$5. — A. A. NEL80N. 



WANTED — Salesmen, local aad gen 
eral, reaching the pump and wall sup- 
ply trade on recently patented well 




SHORT LETTERS 



MIINt t'lty. Ohio l»r<> Hughes I 

l lw subscription <>f our paper In 

tod I wiHh to renew with a few other 



Then follow th«. name* of three Hub 
scrlbers at $1.00 each, and $2.Bi 
nve subscrll.tion raids mi ng. Ii 
1(1.60.) 

We all want to see the Blade 
and want Dr Wilson to print bis book 
In book form. even If he has to charge 
$2.00 for It. 

We are glad that the Blade la 
to have Its usual size. Cut off all 
do not pay for It Please to ackn 
edge receipt of this In the Blade 

We love to see Bro. Moore's com 
ments In his sarcastic style. 

We will look for him to furnish you 
"copy" as It In a monument to him— 
LEWIS E. DEUBLE 

New Baltimore, Pa — 1 have sent a 
couple of postals for new subscribers 
that I got while attending court In 
this county. 

I have often been told, by 
soft headed Christians that my 
would be of no account because 



I n 



e court that the n 



the only one who did It with his hand 
on the Bible, and the next w. 
that made oath with their h 
lifted. The most Intelligent looking 
people including bankers, farmers rind 
business gentlemen all affirmed, when 
the name of God la not used. 1 
see how this country is turning, 
preacher was Indicted for drunken- 
ness, and mistreating his w 
was trying to get a divorce 
were some grand remarks made about 
the decent fulness of preachers, 
notice that Mr. Hughes is going to 
stop the Blade to all who are not paid 
up. That will be a good deed, 
good news to see that the Bla< 
be rull size again. If those parties 
who do not have to pay for the Blade 
were Christians they would have 
pay the preacher and braid him. espec- 
ially if he had a good looking woman, 
and also pay missionary funds 
new subscribers for the Blade. If Mr. 
Hughes will keep up the new plan the 
Blade will grow In circulation— CHAS. 
H. FELTNER. 

Dysart, Iowa — 1 have not s 
thing In a long time that pleased me 
so much as that you were going to 
drop delinquent subscribers. Every 
body ought to do business on a strict- 
ly cash basis — newspapers partlcul 
ly. A man who does not pay for bis 
paper Is no good to the publisher. 
Enclosed find $1.00 for which please 
renew my subscription —JOHN 
CAMPBELL 

New York — I read the Blade v 
Interest and especially Dr. Wlls( 
letters of travel. If you sell the book 
called "Big Bible Stories Illustrated, 
cloth bound, I wish you would let me 
know what 5 of them cost. I believe 
the price for one is $1.00. I think 
Is the funniest book In print, and It 
will do for missionary work and for 
presents. 

I know that they are for sale 
Truth Seekers office, but have lost 
their address. If you do not sell th< 
book please give me the address of 
the Truth Seeker. I have laughted 
over that book until my sides are 
and I do not laugh at everything 
either. Yours for truth— MISS G. 
BEST. 

It Is Watson Heston's book of Illus- 
trated Bible Stories. It Is a rare book 
You will find it at the Truth Seeker 
office. 28, Lafeyette Place. New York 
City. You ought to be some nice fel- 
lows best girl. 

Vevay. Indiana. — I have Just finish- 
ed reading the Blue Grass Blade, and 
I laughed half the time I was reading 
It. especially when you spoke or your 
being elected to the penitentiary and 
Billy was elected to Congress. I have 
read the Blue Grass Blade for man; 
years and think It Is just fine I reai 
It every week. I don't blame you 
lleve in woman's rights and I swear 
lleve In woman's rights and I sural, 
now and then, Just like the men do. 
when they get to rearing around and 
I am going to swear whenever I get 
ready. I once had an experience with 
a hog like that one you and your wire 
had, but I had a long black=snake 
wagon whip, and It turned out to be 
our own hog. I didn't Just throw 
rocks at her, like you and your wile 
did, I ran her down the road for a mile 
and I Just wanted to kill the old fool. 
I am a genuine Infidel. I believe In 
woman's rights and believe that every 
woman ought to have the right to 
vote. I agree with Josephine K. Hen 
ry In almost everything that she says 
She and Dr. Wilson are great writers. 
I don't believe that peachers have 
much sense, and I don't think they 
believe what they preach. I hope you 



for the Blade, hut If y 
tint two make thorn that 
or to mako up for tho m 



Bb.ro... Ark I havo Ju«i ui.tshod 
rending the lllndo or November 20. 
•nd I think It the bett copy I ever 
•aw. My faith was fin staggered by 

dohate conducted by T. O. fltlckell. 
an Infidel, and .1 M Coons, a Campbel 
lite preacher. In Dlsarc, in October, 
1891, In which Mr. Coons eamo out 
second best. Mr. Stlckell is an able 
speaker and I am going to send hln 
larked copy so that he can see 
tho Blade.- J. 



hill. Ky— Sample of the Blade 
Ived Please accept thanks. I 
think we can raise a nice little club 
of subscribers. 1 hnve been raised 
he mountains of Kentucky Me- 
thodist parents, but. thank God, I 
have "worked out my own salvation 
with fenr and trembling." against 
large odds. I know not what others 
may think of this lire, but for my sin- 
gle Heir, give me liberty or give me 
h-! Long live the Blade- B E. STE- 
WART. 



Bethnny. Ills— I 
the BInde for another year. I am very 
sorry the Blade has been reduced in 
been the best Infidel pa 
per for three and a half years. That 
is puff enough for thp Blade. There 
fa never a change In the ministry ol 
:hes here that I am not, 
the first week, pointed at as an Infi- 
del, and I have had some heated ar- 
guments In the last five years. They 
leave me aloi 
I do not kno 

waste of lime and they are now 
treat me with some 
The last minister 
who Is a Campbelllte, Invited me 
a meeting here. He said his subject 
would be, "( 
went and he 
me by questioning me f ro m the pulpit 
in regard to the sixteen crucified 

comparative religious, 
answered to the haft of my ability and 
then he said that he would show to 
the Infidel that one savior arose from 
the dead. He went ou with his dls- 
I when he had liinished, I 
was asked by him 
of it. I arose and 
was another side to 

evidence that made Christ 
arise from the dead also 
Judas dying two different 
other things that I could not mention 
because he would not 
chance IB mention them 
tat I did no 
my opinions upon him, and that It was 
his fault that I was forced to tell hire 



Your friend— C. W. I 

That is the common way that 
preachers do. They will misrepresent 
Infidelity. In their pulpits and In their 
papers, but will not give Infidels a 
chance to reply to them. 

Franklin. Pa. — I am on the delln 
quent list and getting too rar rrom 
shore, and I don't want to loose sight 
of the beacon light and torch of reason 
that you and Bro. Hughes are still 
ng up to help poor mortals to 
evade the shoals and sands of super- 
stition. I am a Hick cripple and have 
close run for 6 months past, hop- 
ing to be able to renew, and go over- 
board with the unpayables. I have al- 
ways paid my way and do not owe a 



., St El 



Eflh.gham county, being on;, of 

When they returned to this city Mrs 
Ctiminl 



POPE S TOE OUT OF WHACK. 

Tho Pope has the gout and it may 
Interfere with kissing his foe. 
other day they took old Joe Tay 
that's his home name; stage name 
Oulspppe Sarto— to be present at the 
hoatlfication" of Gaspare del Bufalo 
-kin to our Buffalo Bill, but those fel- 
Iowb are foreigners and can t spell 
left out one f— and the old fellow'i 
rheumatlz and gout hurt him to bac 
that he had to be carried out In the 
'serla gestatorla"— got a lot of those 
things at my house— and It always 
makes' him sick to travel In a sedla 
gestatorla— thing like a jlnrlnkisha; I 
! one out of an old sulky, 
sms strange to me that with all 
the contraptions for curing people, 
Annie's wrist bone, and old rags from 
saints and miraculous springs and 
things of that kind and Christian 
Science and Mrs. Eddy and Dowle and 
all of that gang, and all that In the 
Bible about healing sick people by 
prayer ,tho whole push can t cure thli 
old Pope who signs his name with ai 
X, of an old fashion rase of rbeumati; 
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his money for any of these Protestant 
miracles, but I'll bet if he would give 
Sister Eddy or Etta Semple a show 
at him, they would knock his old gout 
higher than Ollroy's kite. 
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iourts of heaven and never In- 
tend to. 

Enclosed Hnd P. O. order for $1.00 
id date me ahead that much. Hop 
Ing we may all live until we die. I am 
ever yours out or Christ— J. W. BOW- 
MAN. 

There doubtless are good people 
who go into debt, but it Is an unhappy 
condition, and one that ought to be 
guarded gainst as being something 
dreadful. A man who Is a sick crip- 
Dd owes nothing is in a far bet- 
ter fix than a strong man in debt. 

)scar, I. T— I have Just seen the 
t Blade and I am glad you have tak- 
the bit in your teeth and are going 
pur the Blade back to Ub reg 
size. I am glad you are going to stop 
all delinquents. That is what 

to do. Any man who will not 
pay $1.00 for the Blade is a poor sort 
of a man and no Liberal — N. B. GRAY 
SON. 



Evangelist to Pay Woman $250. 

Springfield, ill., October 23— The ac- 
tion of Mrs. Maggie E. Cummins ,ex 
Miss Oletta Graham against Rev. 
W. J. Thompson, which haa been of a 
highly sensational character, has been 
settled by the payment of $250 by the 
defendant. Sensational charges made 
In the arguments of the attorneys al- 
most precipitated a fight In the cir- 
cuit courtroom. 
Thompson Is an aged traveliug evan- 
and has a wife and children 
He is charged with having been un- 



EVENING UP ON SOCIALISM. 

After I announced that 1 would r 
li nger allow any discut:.-ilon oi Social- 
ism In this paper, Dr. Wilson'H letter 
from Milam, paid a great compliment 
to tho Swiss ,who are a great and 
good people, and said, in that cor 
tlon thnt they were Anarchists and 
Socialists. 

I had never heard or a Swiss an- 
archist and was not prepared to say 
what the Swiss are regarding Social- 

I say here, though, by the way. that 
there Is, in the December Cosmopoli- 
tan, a jroou article that attributes 
largely to Socialism the banishing or 
religion rrom France 

In answer to that statement or Dr. 
Wilson. I uave received a letter from 
Robert QunUiAr. Eureka. Calirornla. 

Bro. Gunther Is thoroughly familiar 
with Switzerland and France, and 
speaks various European languages, 
and has -had muih intercourse with 
the poeple of Switzerland and Franca, 
and in justice to htm, as an opponent 
of Dr. Wilson, on this point, and to 
even up the discussion of Socialli 
that has gotten into the Blade without 
my desire that it should do so though 
1 will not print the whole long letter 
of Mr. Gunther, I will print a few ex- 
tracts from hla letter They are as 
follows 

"From what I see of Mr. Wilson's 
ik MftffikM he can only speak one 
language, that is English. Persons 
who speak but one language are in 
capable of giving a correct description 
of other people whose language they 
do not understand. Mr. Wilson says 
that Swiss people are mostly Ant 
Ists or Socialists. Nothing Is farther 
from the truth. There Is not a more 
loyal people in Europe than the Swiss 
Politically Mr. Wilson is blind; he can 
good except In Socialism. 
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there seems to have been a trump 
She sized Mr. Wtlson up and stuffed 
him to hta full capacity. I do not be- 
lieve that there is a word of truth In 
what she told him about King Hum- 
. I was In Italy during Humbert's 



ind dm 



ve met him on three different oc- 
jns riding In a carriage with an 
other man. a general whose name I 
have forgotten, and a driver and a 
footman. He had the flnem Ml I I 
saw, two black horses and one 
Just like the other. There was no 
guards, nor anything to Indicate that 
he was anything but a private cttken 
But the homage that was paid that 
man I have never seen paid to any 
other man. As rar as he could be 
people stood with uncovered 
Is, and bowed as he passed. The 
t respect paid him induced me 
each time to take off my hat. Twice 
I met him going to Mount Plan >. a 



face 

amotisst 

them as a child In Its mother's arms. 
If there was any truth In Mr. Wilson s 
accusation I should have found It out. 
day for the last three weeUs I 
in Rome I met a number of 
Catholic students in a restaurant. Ac- 
cldently I got among them the first 
day we met. likely from the ract that 
I understood all their languages while 
they could not understand one another 
when they spoke their mother tmi ;u. 
They were a polly crowd. I was aston- 
ished at their sudden intimacy, and* 
thought that they took me to. a gcod 



thing or nothing, we rould he frl 
for all that And we kept t<\»n<\ 

aa I Hlaved there. fej ,|.y ,(»y 

sat for an hour or two after dinner 
and talked nhnut dlffor.Mt things. 
King Humbert included, nn.l ir they 
had known anything wrong about hltn 
I would have found it out I am 
fldent the story is timde M p ,,f ■ 
kind or rot." 
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CHURCH HUPTURE GOES 

INTO COURT 

Depositions Taken Here Will Be Used 
In Nashville — Organ 
Responsible 

A suit in which all tho Christian 
churcheH over the country are vltaly 
Interested was given a local setting 
yesterday. A suit was Instituted In 
Nashville. Tenn., by members or the 
Christian church who opposed eo op 
eratlon with missionary societies and 
the use or Instrumental music In the 
church. The ninjorlty favored coop 
eratlon with the missionary soeieiies 
and the Installation of an organ In the 

Uuse of Church Involved 

The suit was brought by the minori- 
ty and orthodox members and they 
want to prevent the liberals, or the 
members who favor auxiliaries and 
the use of musical instruments, from 
using the church property. They 
claim that by the ad, .pi inn of these in 
novations the members forfeit their 
right and title to the church, and 
should be deprived of the use of the 
property The suit will settle this 
question. 

The Depositions. 

Representatives of both factions 
came here to lake depositions. Preach- 
ers high in the Christian church were 
summoned and their sworn deposi- 
tions taken. Pres. J. W. McC.arvey. 
of the Bible College fir Kentucky I'nt 
verslty, and Pro!. H. L. Calhoun, of 
the Bible Colege. gave depositions yes- 
terday f..r use In the suit. President 
Jenkins and Prof. B. C Deweesse will 
also give depositions. Prof Calhoun 
haa preached In the section around 
Nashville and is familiar with the 
customs In that part of the country. 
One purpose of the depositions Is to 
determine the general praetict in the 
Christian church over the country. 
The test of principles will be watched 
Witt Interest. »h the decision Will be 
felt "by Christian churches all over the 
couttry. 

Somewhat Similar Case here. 
IN Installation or the orpan In 
tadway Christian ehurcfn here 
caused President McGarvey and sev- 
eral others to remove their member 
to Central church several years 

ago. 

work of taking the two deposl 
Hons consumed the whole of yestet 
day. and the other deposition will b 
taken today In the office of Morton 
Webb and Wilson. Two attorneys 
•esentatlves of either side of 
roversy are here, and will re- 
main till the deposltlonH on both sides 
«. The men are Mr. A. S 
Myhr editor of a religious paper; M. 
-I. Weeks, David Llpscombe, J W. 
Jhepherd and Thomas E. Matthews 

The "Christian church' mentioned 
ibove, is what I have to call the 
Canipbellite" church, to distinguish 
t from other Christian churches. 

This is the church that my grand 
father Stone started, and that old 

•hat it originally was and they 
me to the penitentiary for it 
I Just concluded to let the whole 
push go to the devil. 

You have to go away from home to 
learn the news at your home. a..d so 
I never heard or this Lexington Camp 
belllte wool pulling until they told me 
about it In the Indian Territory. 1200 
miles from here. 

Out there the Camphellltes are all 
busted up over It 

They are divided into the "Progres- 
sive" and the "Non Progressive." 

The Progressive are those who be- 
lieve in praising God by jamming 
wind with a machine, und the Non- 
progressive are those who believe the 
preachers should do the wind-jamming 
with their mouths— the old fashioned 
way that they are paid for. 

I shall watch the rumpus with great 
Interest and will report to you. I hope 
rill have a regular monkey and 

Once there was a— but I believe I 
have told you that monkey and par- 
story. 



J MEN'S NEW HODEL 16 SIZE 

j WATCHES 

■ HAMPDEN: "Xo nil.' 'ft jewels, $32; 

■ Klnley," 21 Jewels, $23; same, 17 Jewels, 

■ Jewels, $10; 15 Jewels, $8. 7 Jewels, $B 50. 

■ WALTHAM: "Riverside. Maxlmus," 23 Jewels, $50; "Vanguard," 
23 jewels, $30; "Riverside." 17 Jewels. $21. "P. 8. Bartlett," 17 Jewels, 

J $12.50; IB Jewels. $9; 7 Jewels, $6. 

ELGIN: Xo. 156," or "162.' 21 Jewels. $49; "270." 21 Jewels. $25; 
"lit" or "246." 17 Jewels. $22: "212." 17 Jewels, $18; "241," 17 Jewels, 

" |tS; II jewels $K Mi 7 Jewels. $0. 

■ CASE8: All the above In the new Model, thin Silverlne Screw 

■ ' ases In Fahy's. Crown or Deuber filled god screw case, guar- 

■ nnteed by manufacturers for 20 years, artistic hand chased or plain, 

■ $3. On more; hunting, $6.00 more. In 25 year case, $2.00 more than 

■ In 20 year case. In cases guunuiteed ror all time, screw, $8.00. or 

■ hunting. $10.00 more than In Sil.erlne case. Prices of solid gold cases 

■ on application. 

■ Every watch guaranteed fresh and new from factory (no "shop- 

■ keepers"!, an aecWKU tll a kaapar and ,lf well used, good Tor fifty 
m years or longer. Will lie 1 1«| i In order for one year. Beware or 
— "Special' ■OVMiaata and 0UN made nobody knows where, and which 

■ >'<>" cannot price Intelligently and buy everywhere. Also of die-work 

■ (stamped i ■ untraved ' MM- they are a rraud. Those listed above 

■ ate known to he the best watches made, and-U watch Is new and 

■ perfoel-you are safe to buy them where price Is lowest. 1 pay freight. 
^ LADIES' COLD WATCHES. 

■ Large («) si /( . Bgta, Walthara or Hampden, 20-year gold Oiled 

■ latest style, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jewels, $10; 15 Jewels. $12.50; 1C 

■ Jewels, adj., $17. Small (o) si/.e 7 Jewels, $11.50; 13 Jewels, $15; 16 

■ Jewels, adj.. $18 "Riverside," extra fine, $26. In 25 year case, $1 

■ more. In 14k so!!,; gold case, $10 to $50 more. Latter with diamonds. 
J all In plu-L box, prepaid, with gmrmtai 

B CHAINS. 

■ Long Guards, latest style, soldered links, opals or other sets in 

■ slides .rolled plated, $1. $1.50 and $2. Best Filled Gold. $2.50. $3 and 

■ $4. Extra heavy. $5. Solid Gold, $8, $10, $lu and $25. Gents' Chains. 

■ same variety. Orders filled from any catalogue at same price or less. 

■ Cm! refunded at option. 

■ DIAMONDS. PEARLS, OPALS. ETC. 

■ I am an expert in this line and will save you 20 per cent If you 

■ will order of me. 
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dry, Freethoueht Badges, Illni 



OTTO WETTSTEIN 



110 N. KENSINGTON AVENUE 



LA GRANGE, IbL. 



ing. adopted daughtei of Gillian Hard- somewhat dramatic 




<htei of Jtiiiiau Hard iomi 
penciled^ Forgh e us ster 



quotation there, thinking It appro- 
priate on such a gift. County Attor- 
ney Caldwell dwelt long on tbe quo- 
tation as being equivalent to a direct 
confession or guilt and a plea ror mer- 

pealed. He has always borne nn ex- 
cellent reputation and is well known 
among the colored people. He Is an 
applicant r»r the position of Cnlted 
States Minister to Hayll 



they were fools MMIft to do I 
except some honest thing 

•THE BLADE 

Is Worth Ten of Any Othei 
thought Paper That I Kn< 
thing About," Sa 



Clinton. Iowa Dee. lo. l'.HH 
Dear Brother Moore 

On yesterday I sent you a clipping 
from the People's Journal of Dun lee. 
Scotland, thinking fat iniuhi MN "> 
publish it in the "Blade" as I hope you 
will But whether you do or not. I 
would like to have the clipping return- 
ed. And if you do publish it I would 
like some extra Blades with It in for 
distribution. Inclosed find stamps 



(From Louisville Courier-Journal). 
PROFANITY 

Chief Feature of J. P. OuVall'r Ser- 
mons. 

Claiming to be Preacher. He Spends 
Time Insulting Pedes 
trains 



he 



But 



(From St. Louis Star), 
kcoln. Neb., Nov. 18.— Dr. Philip 
ubert. a negro preacher and edu- 
cator, seut a wooden crucifix from 
Minneapolis as a gift to a Lincoln 
girl. This crucifix proved to be one of 
nalu factors which led to his con- 
viction for a statutory offense. 
Tho complaint is Miss Lillian Hard- 



your own use. I like your views about 
cutting off dead heuts. The Blade is 
worth ten of any other Freet bought 
paper that I know anything about. 
Please to return the clipping. 

Sincerely yours, 
JAMBS A GHI'EXHILL. 



did not take the trouble to explain, a 
man living his name as J. DuVall 
was arrested by Patrolman Gallagher 
and Sergf. Doran at Fourth avenue 
and .Market sts. yesterday afternoon. 
Despite the fact that he was supposed 
to be preaching, DuVall's sentences 
were a strange conglomeration of pro- 

Duvall seemed to be afflicted with 
the Idea that every on on the streets 
had the desire to hear htm deliver 
a lecture, and his style was correct, 
according to the set forms of the 
platforms. Stationing himself on a 
corner, he spent his lime yesterday 
morning and afternoon discoursing on 

plained that there was no sneh thing 
as a church, and that he preached the 
only religion and that God named him 
to soiuier the news abroad. 

When found by the officers. DuVall 
was discoursing at Fourth avenue and 

had insulted a number of women who 
passed him. although they believe he 
did so unintentionally. He was charg- 
ed with disorderly conduct. The offi- 
cers Mttannl that he is suffering from 



Mk of c 



ii-iuni t 



PRESBYTERY REINSTATES 

PROMINENT CLERGYMAN 

New York. Dec. 12 —The Rev. Dr. 
Samuel T. Carter, one of the three 
Presbyterian clergymen who started 
the movement which led to the revis- 
ion of the Presbyterian creed In Amer- 
ica and whom many i'lesbyterlans de- 
sired to see put on trial for heresy, 
was reinstated by the Xassau Conn' 



He 



ed with 



disorderly conduct. The officers b 
lieve that he is suffering from an a 
tack of delirium tremens. 



Rogers. Ark.. Dec. 15 — Dr. Brown is 
authority for the statement that a 
young woman residing three miles 
southwest of this city has Just broken 
the record made by Dr. Tanner and 
all oilier fasters. This remarkable 
feat is said to have been accomplished 
Sawrey, who has Just com- 



Presbytery today at a meeting in Ja- pleted a selMmposed rast or forty, 
malca, L. I. Rev. Dr. Carter made a eight days, with no ill effecta. 



BACK TO 

THE OLD HOME 



Many letters say that friend* of the 
Blade aro glad It was to be restored to 
its four page size. 1 1 "po we will be 
able »o keep ll at thm and th:»t It* 
friends will assist M in doluj so. by 
paying up proniptl: 



Wn i<> b<-- and my chances to a strange 

live that much longer are probably ed attenti 
some l>etler than the average man of ennnot. In 
my age. But can't we all work to- good. 
pHM manage It so as to have. In 
thnt two years, whither 1 live or not 
a very large pnper. at a very Ml 
imi Ii imiron. and have the lit- 
tM !»iper nil the time filled with plans 
an 1 suggestions, from every where, 
by its friends, encour 



to me that the fact that 



eler In the land of the Bible, and a 
writes about what I saw and heard, 
thnt has attracted the Interest of ao 



)sciin< 



atlflet 



to abstain from all kinds of vice and 
, cultivate all kinds of virtues. 
It seems to me that the day has 

km w%m HMta MM* 



Mi and creeds of 



In an unobst 



Man: 

Ing to cut off all who do 

There will be some In arrears wlv 1 elate that the 
really Intend to pay and I hope inns, i ,„,. churches are not calcu 
will do so, at once, and save the yjgjM people happy, and that 

trouble of taking off their names and pta M not believe what they teach | 0R . WILSON' 
putting then, back again. ami that the country Is full of crime 

I frequently become IMWIwjQll 1 
the thought thnt my own writings f'> 
the Blade are unprofitable and unl" 
terestlng, but 1 get a good many lei 
ters encouraging me. and not so man . 



lately, abusive of me as I IMMtiX I 
get. I think It probable that many 01 
the letters that are Insulting to dm 
are written by people who are not 
genuine Infidels, but have had tie 
Blade sent to them by friends. 



feel that 



r mentally, though I Mti 
exceptionally fine health, physically 
My wife and children are Just ns 
good as they can be. but I have some 
times had such times of despondency 
possibly Mr no good reason, that I 
have gotten Into a habit of becoming 
absorbed in duties on the farm, as I 
means of drowning trouble that my 
thoughts have been so much divert 
ed from writing that 1 can't write n-- 
well as I once did. 

But I, all the time ha\e a drearr 
that some day. while I live, this little 
paper will be, more than It ever was 
before, a means of doing good to thr 

I have some kind of an idea tha- 
the very fact that so many peoplt 
f of then- 



and suicide, and that there must be 
some rational way to remedy this con 
,!ltion of affairs. 

If we attempt any of these big plans 
i hat are commonly suggested by the 
lenders of the people we. at once, be- 
-in to wrangle among ourselves as 
to the particular means and we be- 
BOBM dogmatic and overbearing and 

°So that my I'lea Is some how to 
work together, with no formal organ- 
ization or rules or laws, or officers or 
salaries each one doing any good in 
any way. and at any time, that an op- 
portunity offers. 

I do not merely admit, but openly 
declare that I would like for you to 
make this little paper the medium of 
von, communication about this work. 

I would rather have such a monu- 
ment as this paper would then be 
,o my memory, than to have such 
'milt to m> memory as they have built 
to WaMtagtM, in Washington City. 
W hat I am here saying Is not at 
,,, v to those who have read the 
' , ,.„■ !U ,v considerable time, but 
.1,., I think of it, the more thor- 

hat my Idea 



tghly 



ishe.l 



that, some how that I cannot yet see. 
this paper, either before or after my 
death, will be great power for doing 
good. Just as so many strange things 
have already happened In my eventful 
life. 

I cannot have no other Idea of doing 
good than that of making others hap- 
py in some way. 

My aspiration la not to do good, by 
some great plan, or the accomplish 

nun: of *'<iitr r TT 

to do good by the use of all the 
, jneans that are around us, all the 
time, and that any body can use at 
any time 

I want every one. man and women 
and child, who loves me and loves this 
paper, to assist me In this little great 
work. It will necessarily cost some 
hut I want It to cost the small 
except when 
when you give to those around you 
who need your assistance, and then 
I want you to give what you think Is 
right and what you think you enn af 
ford, and I want yon to manage so tha' 
all can see that I do not. In any way 
In the world, get one cent of profit 
from It. because In order to the sue 
cess of my idea, all must be able to 
see that there is no momentary or 
mercenary motive that I can posslb!> 
have. 



The very fact that the Idea is un- 
I. ■nt.-.l and that there has never 
vet mm such a newspaper la what 
WMM proat'V ,end to ,he P erfectlnp 
of the Idea. 

Tl • are now three men in the 
world who stand almost like miracles. 

«j of them believe in religion 

i of the problem of be- 



and that It has attract- tlon. He Is evidently a doer-tho 
nl I want to know If It most valuable kind of a Liberal, 
e way. be ullllred to do | And I want to say again. I am pleas- 
he noble response of all who 
have contributed, and of those whom 
know will continue to giro. 
The readers of the Blade have al 
ways proven loyal and generous. Their 
patience has often been taxed Hut 
in every defense and adversity, they 
have nobly responded. The amount 
already contributed will be a gr. at 
help, but as Heaton has been in bed 
Ave months, without any Income ex 
cept that earned by his faithful wife 
behind with rent, groceries, druggist, 
doctor, etc. And this will not 
very long. Altogether only 55 have 
contributed. There are several hun 
dred I know, want to make tMMMlVM 
feel good, as well as Heston. by send 
ing him a hearty New Years Saluta- 
tion. His addresB Is Watson Heston. 

J. B. W. 



good, when It Is known that as I am 
coming onto my three score years and 
ten, and that my conclusion Is that 
the main part of life Is to he happy, 



trying to 



happy. 

REPORT 
TON FUNDS. 



I give below the names and 
amounts contributed to Mr. Heston 
through the Blade appeal, which 
names have been furnished me by 
Mrs. Heston. At this writing. Mr. 
Heston is no better— confined to his 
bed, and unable either to read or 
onlv in a whis- 



srltt 



He c 



bis 



as thi 
ing happ' 



. -Tolstoi. Carnegie 



These men 
and Haeckle. all of them striving 
make the world happier, and all three 
of then, certainly doing much to that 



I, 



I I wai 



willy hnv 



7 fai 



be as liberal with our means as wi 
can, and I want others to do that, bu - 
manage It so that all can see that I 
am not one of the many people wh 
are trying to make money under the 
pretense of making sacrifice for the 
good of others. 

I do not want you to believe that 1 
think the Increasing of the circulation 
of this paper Is any great good unlcs 
you think It a means of circulating 
tuis Idea and a means of encouragim- 
each other and. even then. I want It 
so arranged that Mr. Hughes, who Is 
entitled to all the money that corner 
to this paper, will only be paid good 
wages for the work he does as pub 
Usher of this paper, with the posslbll 
Ity that some day, the papers circula 
tion will be so Increased that It can be 
sent to partons at far less than Is 
now done. 

You know I said a great deal once 
about getting lnfi.OOO subscribers lb* 
this paper, and If something like thnt 
could be done, the paper might be sen' 
for 50 cents a year in single subscrlp 
Hons and M cents a year In clubs of 
five and more. 

I think the world owes Mr. Hugh- 
and his ramily a living for what h- 
has done with this little paper. 
I do not know the specification am: 
own plan, further than 
all to refrain from til 



^aS5 

what we need Is some common man 

from among the people, who has no 
genius and no money, to be. In some 
way. a means by which any body who 
desires to do good can do so aceord- 
Ing to their means and be Instructed 
and encouraged to do so by some ef- 
fort of this kind. 

There can be no motive In any of 
this, and ought not to be. except the 
one motive of increasing our personal 
llaMtalM here in this life, and I 
cannot see anyway by which that can 
b« done, except by helping to make 
others happy. 

I suppose I have Just as much to 
make m< happy as almost any one 
has. but I am not happy, and It seems 
to me 'hat nobody Is happy, and I 
want us to combine In this arrang 
ment to see if we cannot do something 
to make us happier. 

There seems to be advance In near- 
It all departments, but 'he simple 
thing of being happy, the greatest 
»«.!.. in nil the world, Is somcthinv 



i hap 



.hat nobodv (MM 
all are making attem 
by means that are evidently failures, 
and which we would reasonably ex- 
pect to be failures if we would ration- 
ally think about them. 

Wealth and fame and health may 
all be good thinzs to have, and if prop- 
Ml) Ml can be made assistants to 
MplMm but it Is evident to all that 
those who possess some, or all. of 
these are not necessarily happy peo 
pie. 

Many very rich and very famous 
people an- very much more unhappy 
than many people who have neither 
of these, and It is not the testimony 
of any great man that his wealth or 
fame has made him happy, and yet 
we all. despite and reasoning to the 
contrary, live as If the attainment of 
wealth and fame was all that was 
worth working to get. 

Wealth and fame nre nothing ex- 
cept as a means of getting happiness, 
and if one can get happiness and con- 
tentment without wealth or fame, why 



detail 
that I 



of thei 



I think 



that 



He wishes me t( 
gartitude for the many kind words 
that have been written, and the gen- 
erous support given him- that such 
kindness touches a warm spot away 

The names are as follows: 
JoM Hurt. Cincinnati. O. $10.00: 
J. ll Wilson Cincinnati. O.. $1.00; Dr. 
W. P Murray Cincinnati, O.. $3.00; 
Omer T. Cleim. Cincinnati. O., $5.00 
I s Curtis, Brunswick. Me.. $5.00; 
M. K. Chene>. Forest Grove. Ore., 
$1.on ; Dr J. B Feenstra, Arcadia, 
Iowa 11.00; .1. H. Livingston, Hopkln- 
ton. Iowa. $5.00; B. M. Walters, 
Bridgeport. Pal.. $2.00; Albert C. Fish- 
or, New Haven. Conn.. $1.00; A. J. 
Realmen. Lookeba. O. K. $1-00; Aaron 
Koch. East Sandy, Pa., $2 00: Ole H. 
Stone. Baring. Wash.. $f.00; Otis 
White. Sallda, Col.. $6.00; Margaret 
CoppMk, Richmond. Ind., $1.00 B. F. 
Qualntance. Bucyrus. O.. $1.00; L. H. 
Grober. Covington. Ky.. $-00 ; J. T. 
Haaser, Martinsville, Ills.. $1-00; 
lame* Kemp, Pickering. O $1.50; W. 
H. Kerr, Great Bend. Kan., $8.00; J. 
M Wilton Alexander, Minn , $5.00; W. 
C Boland. Alexander. Minn.. $1.00; C. 
H. Matthews. New Phil, O.. $1-00; 
David Willes. New Phil. O.. $1-00; 
J W Kruschke. Centerb.;rry. Wis., 
1100: Wra. Cooper, Milo, Maine., $1; 
T P Weir, Weir, Wlnter^t. la., $2; 
k. c. Hoxle. Boone. la.. |8 Total. 
'$84.50. 

Reported by Warren Wolf r $107.. 6. 
Total received to date .,. .$192.86. 

In addition to the above |rhe Amer- 
ican Freethought Association gave 

Heston an order to mako a let 
head of their organization's new nai 
and advanced $10.00 for the same. 
We would greatly appreciate a 

sign that Heston would make, and 
hope he will soon be able to make it. 
I am greatly pleased at the response 
that has been made, and hope the 
the guineas will continue to Jtngb 
Don't be afraid to send in your fifty 
,,r twenty-five cent pieces. If that Is M 
vou are able to ghe. there is Just as 
much big heartedness In the ach, as 
If vou could afford to give $10 00. Do 
vou see the name heading this list? 
lohn Hurt, Cincinnati. O. He wouldn't 
Hurt anybody- I believe he spends 
. , month In scattering pa- 
nels and other propacandic work. He 
is a quiet kind of cuss-a free thinker 
and reasoner-but can't wind-Ja 
M , s ,, does things Instead. He is 
letter carrier getting $75.00 per month 
which in a cltv like this, don't go far. 
My little dollar under his ten U all 

dooatook small. Let no one hold back 
on account of not being able to give 
more than a small amount, 
pictures in last Blade are worth 50 
cents to anyone. I hope Jim will con- 
tinue to shove them In. 

To show you how far reaching is 
Heston s work, I stepped Into the of- 
fice of a prominent attorney, the other 
day and he and three other lawyers, 
were looking through Heaton's book, 
and laughing and having a good time 
Tbev quickly shut It. and shoved it 
aatda evidently not wishing that I 
should see what thev doing. But 1 
rubbered .and seeing what they had, 
said. Oh. Oh' what have you here 



GLAD HE CONVERTED FROM 
METHODI8M TO INFIDEL 
ITY 

Marshall, 111., Dee. H E M 104. 



B. B. O. 



I saw in the last issue of the E 
that Its former size will be resumed 
In a few weeks. I hope you wil 
able to do that. I enjoyed rea 
the letters from subscribers, which 
were published In the Blade. And 
when the size was reduced to two 
pages, the letters necessarily had to 
be almost wholly omitted. I once be 
longed to church, the shouting Metti 
odlst kind, and those little letters In 
the Blade have about the same effect 
now as the "speakin meetin" 
had In days of yore. It Imparts en 
thusiasm to us brethren." I have 
aught In the public schools for many 
fears, and have also been In turn 
Sunday-school teacher, class-leader 
and superintendent. Time after timi 
I taught lessons in the Sunday-schools 
that smote my conscience severely be- 
cause I knew them to be contradictory 
my school teachings and directly 
opposed to reason and nature. My 
bread and butter depended upon my 
vocation as teacher, and I dared not 
(hen stand out boldly for the right 
and declare the Bible a bundle of 
fabrications. My family had to b 
provided for, and so I kept on grim 
Ing the same old grist— teaching on 
thing on Sunday and the opposite 
through the week. 

I have now gone to farming, that In 
dependent life where man has free 
speech, and none can threaten his 
salary and where the earth yellds up 
.'.sr "bread and butter." One year ago 
I subscribed for the Blade 
through Its columns have been "born 
again" and "my spirit beareth 
ness" with brother Moore's spirit that 
the B. O. B. saves people to the ut- 
termost from the sins of orthodoxy. 
Pratsed be the Blade! I have quit 
teaching school, have mentally freed 
myself, and am now an avowed i 
tat I love humanity more, and 
church less. I shall do all lr 
power to help crush her pernicious 
teachings. 

Yours for Reason and Humani»> 

J. H. SCHWARTZ, 
p. 8.— Allow me to thank you, M: 
Moore, and the other regular contrl 
butors to the Blade for the good I, 
Individually get from your wiittn s 
They are superb. 

Find enclose! $1.00 for renewal, 
H. S. 

It seems to me that any educated 
and honest man, as this letter ludl- 
cates Its author to be, must feel bet 
ter from having gotten out of th 
grading superstition that religW 
Is into the Intellect— real freedo 
heart and brain that we have in Inft 
deltty; and men of that kind are com 
Ing, though stoutly, over to our 
all the time and none of us are going 
back to religion. 

It would be nice, of course, if I were 
easier financially,, but I would n 
be what I am than to have the hun 
dred millions of dollars of these 
who live in sight of me and have 
it the religion I used to have 



Heston s Bible! This is a nice book 
for good Christians to be having a 
good time to themselves with. 

"Oh, you don't know all about it 
then, do you?" said one. 

"Cert" said I I was told that 
of the attorneys, had seen it s 
where, and had sent off and purchased 
this one for himself. It looked brand 
new So vou see how far reaching 



ILLINOIS CENTRAL 



ph . -. and the man or woman who 
does much to destroy that superstition 
is a friend to humanity, but I think It 
probable that Ingersoll was no hap 
pier than many who will road what I 
am now writing and If the fame of aj 



we can and to do all 
the good ilia we can. and I want us 
all to work together like a band of 
good people, whose object Is to make 

themselves happy by making others;...... — - 

h pv iably hope to gain happiness 

In two more years, if I live 4 will j by opposing U»e errors 



of thei 



• Bible lllus 



Hons. 



They converted that lawyer 
„ to me, that under the circum- 
stances, if I were in possession of 
Heston's book. I would put up about 
100 of them, and offer them for sale, 
,m. I MM 'he proceeds all to Heston. 
I will take one If they go that way. 
I want to thank Warren Wolf, and 



A PLEA FOR WATSON HESTON 

Carthage, Mo.. Dec. 13, 1904. 
Mr. C. C. Moore. Editor B. G. B. 

Dear sir— We are strangers. I ai 
a Mend of Watson Heston. It Is heart 
sickening to see his pitlflul condition 
His noble wife stands up under tlx 
strain, but I can't see how. Cannot 
their many friends help them by MM 
Ing them Christmas gifts? 

Mrs Heston does not want me to 
appeal for her. She says WkrfH 
Wolf and Dr. Wilson have done tlu't. 
She is very thankful for the many M> 
ters and amount that was sent them. 

Some of the letters seemed to doubt 
their condition, but If you could see 
them you would not doubt. 
He has been to sick to do anything 
,e would send him 



for 15 

to a hospital for treatment, but has 
not the means to do so. I hope the Lib- 
eral! will stand by him 



EXCURSION TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT REDUCED RATES TO 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., HAVANA, CUBA, 
HOT SPRINCS, ARK., 



CITY OF MEXICO, 



CALIFORNIA, 



AND MANY OTHER POINTS WITH LIBERAL STOP OVERS AND RE- 
TURN LIMITS. 



Reduced one-way Colonist and home seekers' excursion rata* to points 
South and West, first and third Tuesdays In each month. 

FARMING IN THE SOUTH. 

The Passenger Pepsrtment of the Illinois Central Railroad 
Issuing monthly circulars concerning fruit growing, vegetable 
stock raising, dairying, etc.. In the States of Kentucky. West ._ 
Mississippi and I^ulslsna. Every Farmer, or Homeseeker. who will for 
ward his name ard address to the undersigned, will b* mailed free. Clrou- 
and others as they are published from month to 



i. 1 to 11 

""""call on or address nearest railroad Agent, or addream, 

F W. HARLOW 

DIVISION PASSENGER AGENT, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 



GO SOUTHWEST 



Like Time and Tide, the Creat South- 
west awats no man; but It s a heap 
easier to get aboard at the Instant of 
starting than to contend with the ele 



Let us give you the details of this 
new country's rapid growth, and your 
chance to grow up with It. Illustrated 
literature tree. 




Dec 6 & 20, 1904 -Jan. 3 & I7 t 1905 



GEO. H. LEE, G. P. A. • Little Roek. Ark. 

H. I. McGUIRE, D. P. A.. Clnelnatl, Ohio. 
JOHN SEBA6TIAN, Pass. Traf. Mar., Chicago. III. 



change takes place- for the better 

She cannot hire a nurse at $20 a 
week. She has used the money to pay 
some of the doctor's bills and for 

groceries, fuel and rent, and they are 
away behind yet. 

I took them a load of wood to day. 
but they must have help. I know 
there are enough Liberals who could 
help them if they would only go down 



I wonder if they all expect to take 
their money with then, when they 

How many of you will think Of 
Heston and his wife when you are 
buying costly Christmas presents? 
They have not enough to keep them 
warn, and to keep away hunger 

Heston's folks are much respected 
here, and Mrs. HeBton Is one of our 
best dress makers. She has no 
trouble to get plenty of work, when 
she can be at work, but Mr. H. can 
not be left alone, because he Is per- 
fectly helpless— nothing but a living 
skeleton. 

The Christians say this Is a Judg- 
ment sent on him for cartooning the 



icriptut 



■ rprlsed 



o find them both dead, for death Is no 
error to either of them. 

Mrs. H. watches over him like he 
,-as a child. 

I hope to see this In print 



(pi ratios of the Bible and the dh 
of Jesus Christ 

The Blade has a good friend who 
much opposed to my use of the worv 
Infidelity, instead of Rationalist. Lib- 
erals, Freethinkers, or some name of 
that kind. 

This friend thinks the word Infidel 
alludes to one's n 
the word Ii 

Uprwa in. morality In the i 
relation. 

But the advantage of using the 
word Infidel to express what we are, 
Is that all understand the word to be 
opi>osed to Christianity, which it not 
true of any of these other words. 

We want to be plainly understood 
by all. and if you call yourself an fa- 
rdel every body will understand what 



1 they 
accusing yourself of 



Annapolis, Maryland— Chalk 
a- year from September last, 
glad lo hear that the Blade wi 
resume its former size. Let me 
one of nr. Wilson's books as 
they are complete. I will send 
-J. H. BRINK. 




send I 



. He 



they do not take l he Blade He has 
given up all papers. I hope the Lib 
erals will assist them at Christmas 
I am a laborer. 

Yours truly, 

J. F. CLB.MMKXS 

I have not a cent and do not expect 
lo spend a nickel at Chlstmas, but 
my wife Is willing to send them $5.00 
It is more than she can afford to send 
him. but she says she will send that 
much and do without something her- 
seir. 

I enclosed my wife's check for $5.00 
to Mrs. Heston. Carthage, Missouri. 



THE NAME INFIDEL. 

I have received a pacuage of copies 
of "The 8word." a Campbellite reli- 
gious paper. I found only one thing 
of any Interest in them, and that was 
an article on Infidelity, In which the 
editor said, Just as I do, Insisting on 
Websters definition, that an Infidel is 
one who does not believe In the In- 




SAINT LOUIS 

TO THE ENTIRE 

SOUTH IND WEST 



• ERVICC AND EQUIPMENT 
N KEEPING WITH MODERN 
IDEAS AND EXECUTION 



MISSOURI, KANSAS, 
ARKANSAS, TEXAS, 
INDIAN TERRITORY 
^nlOKLAHOMA. 



CINCINNATI, OHI». 



